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~ Voice of the Martyrs ~
EGYPT: Temporary Church Building Burned

Sources: Christian Solidarity Worldwide
Local Christians in the village of Misha'at Zaafaranah,
located within Egypt's Minya Province, are working to
get approval to build a place of worship. The required
documents have been submitted to the authorities and,
for the meantime, the group of believers were meeting
in a temporary structure on church land.
Although local officials have no objection to these
gatherings, in the early morning of January 6th, an
opposing mob converged at the location to protest the
construction of the church building.
During the protest, the temporary structure being used
by the church members was set on fire. Thankfully, no
one was injured in the incident. This destructive act of
persecution follows a similar attack that happened on
December 18th against a church building being built in
Al-Azeeb. Weeks prior to that incident, another had
taken place in Minya Province during the month of
November, when a mob attacked a Christian man and
burned down his under construction house.
Prayerfully uphold our suffering Egyptian brothers and
sisters in Christ who have been terribly affected by
these recent acts of violence. Pray for sincere
repentance and salvation of those in opposition to the
Gospel, including the ones responsible for the attacks.

Meditatia: Constiinta, un standard interior
Fiecare om are o constiinta. Din acest motiv, el fie se
simte inconfortabil, cand a facut ceva rau, fie se
simte confortabil, cand a facut ceva bun. Auzim
adesea ca binele si raul sunt concepte doar relative.
Si totusi exista acest standard interior, dupa care
fiecare isi masoara actiunile.

Sa ne gandim la constiinta ca la un instrument de
masurare care indeplineste trei functii: indica,
avertizeazd, memoreaza. Instrument care arata
binele si raul. Instrument care avertizeazé cénd sun-
tem pe cale sa facem ceva rau. $i are o memorie
care ne aduce aminte de faptele din trecutul nostru.
Cét de chinuitor poate fi glasul unei constiinte im-
povarate! Oamenii incearcé adesea sa indbuse acest
glas cu tot felul de activitati religioase. Dar totul este
in zadar! Glasul constiintei ne aminteste ca exista o
justitie divina in fata céreia trebuie sa dam intr-o zi
socoteald de viata noastra. Glasul constiintei din
noi este ca un ecou al afirmatiilor atat de clare
ale Cuvantului lui Dumnezeu.

Prin urmare, ar trebui sa ne ,,calibram* in mod
constant constiinta, in functie de Cuvéntul lui
Dumnezeu, pentru ca ea sa nu-si piarda efectul.
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